


 

FEATURES 

Tsunami and Other Waves 

 

This article appeared in the July-August edition bf "The New Pacific" 
magazine, vol. 3 (2).  It is reprinted here with the kind permission of 
the Associate Editor. 

"For more than 200 years, the small group of volcanic islands in the Sunda
Strait, between Sumatra and Java, has been dormant, and by the 1880s the 
local inhabitants were confident that the volcanoes were dead. 

In the spring of 1883 this confidence was broken by a sudden explosion 

that could be heard 100 miles away in Batavia -- now the Indonesian capi- 
tal of Djakarta.  It was the first indication that Krakatoa, the sleeping 
guardian of the straits, was awakening.  During the next few months there 
was continued activity from the islands, and on August 26 another huge 
eruption took place. At the same time, a new phenomenon appeared: a large 
wave, created by the underwater activity of the volcanoes, bore down on 
the neighboring coasts, swamping villages and causing death and destruc- 
tion.  The next morning Krakatoa was torn apart by a series of colossal 
detonations, the third of which may have been the biggest explosion in the 
earth's history and was heard 3,000 miles away on the other side of the 
Indian Ocean.  Three more giant waves thundered onto shore, completely 
destroying villages and settlements all along the coasts of Java, Sumatra,

The area behind the Hilo (Hawaii) Theater was reduced to rubble after 
tsunami waves struck in May 1960.

















 

 

During his directorship of Hawaii 
Institute of Geophysics, Dr. 
Woollard helped make the University 
of Hawaii one of the nation's top 
recipients of grants and contracts 
for specialized research in the 
marine sciences.  The HIG has been 
one of the most successful of the 
University's attempts at excellence 
in fields of special relevance to 
Hawaii.  At the institute, where 
he was often seen nights and week- 
ends, Dr. Woollard was known as one 
who led by an example of hard work. 

The international scientific community, laments the passing of Dr. George 
Woollard. 

Dr. George Woollard Dies 

Dr. George Woollard, internation- 
ally acclaimed geophysicist and 
director of the Hawaii Institute 
of Geophysics (HIG) at the Univer-
sity of Hawaii for a number of  
years, died at age 70, on April 8, 
1979. 

UNESCO - IOC - ITSU 

11th Session of Executive Council 

Inaugurated on 26 February by the President of Mexico, Sr. Jose Lopez 
Portillo, the eleventh session of the IOC Executive Council met for six 
days in the Centro Interamericano de Estudios de Seguridad Social in 
Mexico City. The Director-General of Unesco was represented by Dr. Abdul- 
Razzak Kaddoura, Assistant Director-General for Science. 

The main item before the council at this session was consideration of a 
report from the Working Group on the Future Role and Functions of the 
Commission.  Since its establishment by the tenth session of the IOC 
Assembly, this group has met twice to define the major issues likely to 
confront the Commission during the coming decades (see IMS-18). 

A large number of studies have emerged from the deliberations of the 
working group on topics such as the possible need to revise the IOC stat- 
utes, additional sources for funding, future directions for the IOC's 
marine science programme, and the Commission's work methods. 

Other important matters which came up for discussion were: co-participation
and co-operation by all member states in the oceanographic aspects of the 
Global Weather Experiment; approval of the recommendations and research 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WORLD MAP OF HAZARDS

The figure above is a portion of a recently released World Map of Natural 
Hazards, which illustrates the world-wide distribution of exposure to ex- 
treme events in nature.  The map and accompanying explanatory publication 
indicate vulnerability to earthquake, seismic sea waves, volcanic erup- 
tions, tropical cyclones, tornadoes, thunderstorms, fog and iceberg drift.

Ordering information is available from Munchener Ruckversicherungs- 
Gesellschaft, Postfach 40 13 20, D-8000 Munchen 40, Germany. 

New Regional Seismic Map Series Started 

National Geophysical and Solar-Terrestrial Data Center (NGSDC) and United 
States Geological Survey (USGS) have agreed to a cooperative project to 
produce a series of regional seismicity maps in color.  The first map 
will be for the mid-America region (5° to 35° north latitude) and is 
scheduled to be available this summer. The USGS will provide scientific 
guidance and pay printing costs.  NGSDC will supply the data base and 
plotting expertise. 

For further information, please write to: National Geophysical and Solar-
Terrestrial Data Center, D6, Environmental Data and Information Services, 
NOAA, Boulder, Colorado 80303. 
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Professor George Carrier of 
Harvard University and Dr. Li-San 
Huang of Tetra Tech and Chairman 
of the Tsunami Workshop. 

Dr. William M. Adams of the Universi-
ty of Hawaii (left), John Nelson of 
the World Data Center-A (center), and 
Dr. Dennis Moore (right), Director of 
JIMAR of the University of Hawaii, 
during a break of the Tsunami Work- 
shop,at Coto de Caza. 

Participants of the Tsunami Workshop at Coto de Caza exiting the con-
ference room during a short recess. 
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